
A Call To Service 
 

The main of role of a deacon is service – if there was a job description it would probably read, "All 
duties as required."  So what better people to feature in our mahi section.  
 
In the first of an ongoing series, this month Reverend’s Ruth Smart and Tina Syratt will explain us, 
in their own words, what they deaconry means to them and tell us a little bit about themselves and 
their faith journeys so that we might get to know these hard working future leaders a little better. 
 
Reverend Ruth Smart – Holy Trinity, Ngāruawāhia 
I was Baptised in St Brides, Otorohanga, Confirmed at St Peters, Hamilton and ordained Deacon at 
Holy Trinity, Ngāruawāhia Parish, encompassing St Stephens, Te Kowhai, St Alban’s, Waingaro and 
The Church of the Good Shepherd, Te Akau.  
 
My deacon role is based in the parish of Holy Trinity, 
Ngāruawāhia where we have a small rural parish of St 
Stephens in Te Kowhai.  Our priest, Rev Jim Leggett, runs 
one service a month in Te Kowhai, and I have had the joy to 
lead the other. I have also lead Carol, Christmas and Easter 
services in Waingaro and Te Akau.  
 
Deacons today have the opportunity to learn about the 
Deacon movement by attending Deacon School and 
completing a course of study that goes with it. This helps us 
to understand the Deacon role and what can be expected of 
us as we start our life as an ordained member of the church.  
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The Deacon and Deaconess movements began as early as the 6th century under Bishop Chrysostum 
in Constantinople. Members were ordained and wore a cross. Today we are able to wear robes and 
our stole is worn on a diagonal slant. 
 
Traditionally men and women dedicated to serving the church through assistance to the needy, the 
sick, orphans, widows and providing education. From these avenues grew a deacon and deaconess 
movement, along with various other groups with roots in the church. 
 
Not only do we look at the early history but also the more modern history of Deacons and 
Deaconesses in NZ. One of my learnings was about the 1950s campaign to establish a Deaconess 
training school in NZ. Glenys Lewis from the UK was appointed the first head deaconess. The training 
school survived several decades. Glenys was one who, with others campaigned for women to be 
ordained priests. Her story is told in her autobiography Kept by the Power. It provides many insights 
into the role of deaconesses, particularly in NZ. In her retirement, she was ordained a priest along with 
several other women deacons in the 1970s. 
 
We also receive training in the practical skills required to be a deacon or priest. This helps us 
understand the two different roles in the church, as well as learn the skills we will need in the future. 
Those skills are then built on as we lead our first services, baptisms, funerals etc. Like everyone we 
will also learn by our mistakes.   
 
The exposure to various activities that are carried out by the church is important. As deacons we are 
encouraged to preach, read scripture, pray, and serve. As parishioners, you get to hear our first 
sermons, complete with all our nervousness! 
 
Reverend Tina – St John the Evangelist, Waihi 
I was confirmed at the Papakura Anglican Church as a young teenager, having asked God into my life 
at Christian Youth Camp in Ngāruawāhia when I was ten. I continued to worship there until I moved to 
England when I was 17.  
 
My current parish is St John the Evangelist, Waihi. I first attended Waihi Anglican some seventeen 
years ago. In 2015 I was invited to become a worship leader 
at Eucharist services. I sought ordination late in 2018, and 
was ordained as a Deacon at St Peter’s Cathedral at 
Andrewstide 2019.  
 
Over my time with Waihi Anglican I have served as welcomer, 
reader, preacher, intercessor. I organise digital music for 
services and lead congregational singing. When not required 
for other duties I sing during communion. 
 
I am a trained opera singer, and spent many years working 
with New Zealand Opera. These days most of my singing is 
for church, which is a wonderful chance to thank God for the 
gift he gave me.   
 



I competed as a triathlete for several years, having the honour of wearing the New Zealand uniform on 
a few occasions at World Champs in the Age Group sections. I no longer feel a need to compete, but 
still love to get out biking, swimming, and walking, having decided to give my knees a few more years 
of life by not making them run anymore! 
 
Prior to being ordained I was already doing most of the functions of a deacon within our church, so it 
was with a sense of awe that I found how different my service was following ordination. I felt I had 
grown into the role as a result of the ordination, the commitment, the laying on of hands. It was a 
powerful and wonderfully uplifting experience.  
My church has been so supportive and encouraging throughout my formation, so I am being guided 
and formed by those who have so much experience and knowledge, for which I am very grateful.  
 
This is a time of further preparation for me as I look toward my Readiness for Ordination interview and, 
God and Bishop willing, my ordination as a priest. 
 
The gift of learning that I carry forward from my time as a deacon is that I will always be a deacon, that 
I will always be called to serve and to care for those within the church but also in my wider community, 
wherever I see need or want.  
 
Mother Teresa carried cards which she called her “business cards”, which said: 
The fruit of silence is prayer 
The fruit of prayer is faith 
The fruit of faith is love 
The fruit of love is service 
The fruit of service is peace 
 
My prayer is that they will 
always be my business cards 
 as well. 

 
 


